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1 October 2023 Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year A. Psalter Week2  

He thought 
better of it 
and went 
Time and again, Jesus tells us that 

being in the right relationship with 

God is characterised by following 

the will of the Father.  In the Gospel, 

it is the first son who says, ‘I will not 

go’ when asked by his father to work 

in the vineyard, who eventually does 

his father’s will.  The second son 

says he will go but doesn’t.  This call 

by the father to work in the vineyard 

is God’s call to repentance, to 

changing our lives and conforming 

ourselves to His will.  We can easily 

fall into the trap of thinking that 

simply because we are Christians, 

we are doing the will of the 

Father.  But Jesus warns us that it is 

not those who say, ‘Lord, Lord’, who will enter the kingdom but those who do the 

will of the Father.  But what is the will of the Father?  We hear from St Paul, ‘In your 

minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus:  His state was divine, yet he did not cling 

to his equality with God but emptied himself.’  Jesus lived his life in total acceptance 

of the Father’s will, humbling himself to be of service to us who are so in need of His 

love.  Likewise, we Christians do the will of the Father when we turn away from our 

own self-interest and serve Him by serving each other.  Fr Albert 
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Sunday 1 October – Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  CAFOD Fast Day talks at all Masses 

8.45am  For a new Bishop 

10.45am  People of the Parish 

Followed by refreshments in St Richard Reynolds Centre 

6.00pm  Mgr Harry Doyle RIP 

Tuesday 3 October  

6.30pm  Chris Lee RIP 

Wednesday 4 October – St Francis of Assisi, Religious 
9.30am   Care of Creation 

Followed by Praying the Rosary 

Followed by refreshments in St Richard Reynolds Centre 

Thursday 5 October 

9.30am   Fr Barry Hallett RIP 

7.00pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

Friday 6 October  

6.30pm  Mgr Harry Doyle RIP 

Saturday 7 October – Our Lady of the Rosary 

9.30am  Those preparing to be confirmed 

Sunday 8 October – Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  Prisoners and their families week 
8.45am  All prisoners and their families 

10.45am  Maurice Austin RIP 

Followed by refreshments in St Richard Reynolds Centre 

6.00pm  People of the Parish 

 

Confessions 
Saturdays after 9.30am Mass and on reasonable request. 

Liturgy of the Word for Children 
During term time at 10.45am Mass on Sunday. 

Live stream Mass 
To access the YouTube stream please click here. 

M A S S  T I M E S                  

B L E S S E D  S A C R A M E N T  

https://www.youtube.com/c/BlessedSacramentExeter


Sunday 1 October – Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
5.30pm (Sat) In Thanksgiving 

9.15am  Sarah McGloghlon RIP 

  Liturgy of the Word for children 

   Followed by refreshments in the Lower Room 

11.15am  People of the Parish 

1.15pm  Mass in Polish 

5.30-6.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Benediction  
Monday 2 October – The Holy Guardian Angels  

10.00am  Margaret Green 

Tuesday 3 October  
10.00am  No Mass 

Wednesday 4 October – St Francis of Assisi, Religious  
10.00am  Care of Creation 

Followed by SVP Chatter Café in the Lower Room 

Thursday 5 October – St Maria Faustina Kowalska 

6.30pm  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Benediction 

7.00pm  Irene Spicer RIP 

Friday 6 October – St Bruno, Priest 

  Cafod Fast Day 

10.00am  Freda & Mervyn Heggadon RIP    

Saturday 7 October – Our Lady of the Rosary 

10.00am  Catholic Women’s League    

  Followed by CWL refreshments in the Lower Room 

2.00pm  Baptism Inaiah Antibo 

Sunday 8 October – Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  Prisoners and their families week 
5.30pm (Sat) People of the Parish 

9.15am  Rinaldo Caprotti 

   Followed by refreshments in the Lower Room 

  Liturgy of the Word for children 

11.15am  Stephen Mitchell RIP 

1.15pm  Mass in Polish 

5.30-6.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Benediction  

Confessions Saturday after 10am Mass and 4-5pm, and on reasonable request. 

The Church is open for private prayer from 9.00am until 6.00pm each day.  

M A S S  T I M E S  

S A C R E D  H E A R T  
 



Sunday 1 October – Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
11.00am  People of the Parish  

Thursday 5 October  

10.00am   

Sunday 8 October – Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
11.00am  People of the Parish  

Exeter Deanery Liturgy & Music Day  
Saturday 14 October 10.15am – 6.00pm  

Blessed Sacrament Church  

Are you involved in, or interested in liturgy and music within 

your parish? Do you want to find out more about using music 

to enhance the liturgy?  

We are privileged to welcome Jo Boyce and her friends to 

Blessed Sacrament Church in Exeter for a day of uplifting teaching, music and 

worship. Jo will be helping us to understand how music can be used to enhance 

liturgy. By sharing teaching and techniques she will deepen our formation, knowledge 

and skills to use within our parish settings. 

The day will start at 10.15am with tea and coffee (provided) in the St Richard 

Reynolds Centre at Blessed Sacrament, and finish with the celebration of Mass in the 

church at 6.00pm. Please bring a packed lunch. There is plenty of parking on site. 

Bring your voice, an instrument if you play one, and most importantly, your desire 

and enthusiasm for praising God in the liturgy of the Church. 

To let us know to expect you please complete the form by clicking this link. 

Message from Fiona Hutchings 
Dear parishioners, 

Now that I have absorbed the reality of Father Harry’s death, I just wanted to extend 

a huge thanks to the many of you who have supported by either visiting Father Harry 

or giving me support especially over the six months that he was in residential care. 

His family and I are very appreciative. Thank you especially to Topsham parishioners 

who helped him continue in his ministry for as long as possible through their 

E X E T E R  N E W S  &  E V E N T S  M A S S  T I M E S  

H O L Y  C R O S S ,  T O P S H A M  

E X E T E R  N E W S  &  E V E N T S  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1675e3smi4Z0jGYJCL_EsxNN8Otu1KengIe4zDkBPZtE/edit


compassion and understanding of his needs. Saying Mass was so important for 

him.  Alzheimer’s is a cruel disease and Father Harry accepted it and never, ever lost 

his love of people and the joy he got from interacting with them. He died incredibly 

peacefully on Friday evening having been anointed earlier in the week. It was a real 

blessing for me that I was with him when he died. I know he would want smiles and 

happy stories as his legacy. God bless you. Fiona  

Funeral arrangements for Mgr Harry Doyle  
Thursday 12 October Reception into Sacred Heart Church at 6.00pm followed by 

Mass at 7.00pm.  

Friday 13 October Requiem Mass at 2.00pm followed by refreshments over the 

road at the White Hart Hotel. 

Fr Harry’s body will be taken to Ireland for burial. 

Please let Sacred Heart office know if you intend to attend the Requiem Mass by 

phoning 01392 642388 or emailing exeter-sacredheart@prcdtr.org.uk 

Please keep Harry, his family, and all those who mourn him in your prayers. 

We welcome Sam Mapletoft to Sacred Heart Parish 
"My name is Sam Mapletoft, and I shall be joining the 

Catholic Exeter community until June 2024 in a year of 

discernment and preparation for the priesthood. I have 

received a very warm welcome from the community so 

far, and I look forward to meeting more of you over the 

coming weeks. I am not new to Exeter - I studied at the 

University here for 4 years, but now I am taking on a new 

challenge and will be working alongside Fr Petroc and Fr 

Albert. Please do say hello and introduce yourselves, and 

please keep me in your prayers!" 

Exeter University Catholic Chaplaincy 
If you are studying at the University of Exeter this year, we invite you to come to our 

Catholic Chaplaincy at Boniface House, Glenthorne Road, between Moberly and 

Birks Grange Village halls of residence. More details & directions here: found here 

We have a very lively and faith-filled community. Exeter Catholic Society meets 

weekly at the Catholic Chaplaincy for a range of activities throughout the year, from 

various socials to talks and society trips, in a friendly environment where students 

can grow in faith while having fun and making new friends.  

Masses at our Catholic Chaplaincy are celebrated on Sundays at 11.30am 

(followed by a free lunch), Tuesdays at 12.00pm (followed by free lunch) and 

Thursdays at 5.00pm.  

For further information on Exeter CathSoc and the events at the Catholic Chaplaincy 

please go to our Facebook page at @ExeterUniCatholicSociety or get in touch with 

the Chaplaincy Assistant, Maria Giannone, at m.g.giannone@exeter.ac.uk. We look 

forward to meeting you!  

mailto:exeter-sacredheart@prcdtr.org.uk
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/students/chaplaincy/catholic/


Diocesan Youth Events newsletter:  follow this link 

Panto time! Oh yes it is! 
Do you fancy an outing to the Theatre Royal Plymouth for the pantomime Goldilocks 

and the Three Bears?  This is being arranged for 12 January 2024.  A coach will 

leave Blessed Sacrament church at 10.30am.  The cost, including the coach, is £30. 

To book your ticket contact Maureen Knowles on 07912 383546 or 01392 211388  

CAFOD News 
Links to our website: 

Read our updates on the emergencies in North Africa on our website. 

Pray with us for those affected by these disasters, and the helpers. 

Donate to our Libya Floods Appeal and share this appeal with your priest and parish. 

We hope everyone will join us in praying for the communities affected and for the 

helpers responding to these disasters 

CAFOD Fast Day – 6 October  
Last year, when flooding hit Pakistan, the CAFOD team travelled hundreds of miles 

to treat people who needed medical help in the aftermath of the disaster. That is how 

they met Meera who gave birth just as her home was destroyed by flood. When Dr. 

Nasha and her team arrived in Meera’s village, Meera hurried to bring her children to 

the clinic and got them the life-saving medicines and treatments they needed. 

YOUR gift to CAFOD will mean families like Meera can get help from doctors and 

other local experts when they need it most. With extreme disasters like flooding 

happening more and more, the support of monthly gifts is needed more than ever. 

CAFOD’s Family Fast Day is on Friday 6 October, a day we can pray, give and eat 

simply in solidarity with our global family. 

Donate to CAFOD so that more families can get the expert help 

they need. Envelopes will be available in church which can be 

brought back for the collection on Sunday 8 October or you can 

give online at cafod.org.uk You can also donate using this QR 

code. Hear Dr Nasha and Meera’s inspiring stories by clicking here 

There will be a Soup Lunch on Friday 6 October at Noon in the 

Sacred Heart Parish Lower Room to raise funds for those living in poverty. A charge 

of at least £2 will be asked from those attending. 

Sacred Heart Book Club 
The next meeting of the Sacred Heart Church Book Club will be on Thursday 19 

October at 7.30pm, after evening Mass. The book that we will be discussing is “The 

Garden of Evening Mists” by Tan Twan Eng. If you would like to join us please 

contact Phil Smallwood pmsmallwood@hotmail.com, or Martin Overy 

mkovery@gmail.com, or just turn up on the day! 

https://email.workwithgusto.co.uk/t/t-026544BC4FD985D52540EF23F30FEDED
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcafod.org.uk%2fnews%2femergencies-news%2fmorocco-earthquake-libya-flooding&c=E,1,wuf05jXJ5XoWsZdt8CfIr_HxeTetrsEcPTdB-PqSLDmUue-moewP-MS_CXw6Bpy-3U3vpvz40_UnGFVmKUNEVzNTh7vS7phd4F8Ga9GAiNch&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcafod.org.uk%2fpray%2fprayer-resources%2fprayers-in-a-time-of-emergency&c=E,1,H-wjyNe8RmjXB9wJiHSiQVY10USIBpi9n-YzVz3U2uxFtoQru5Je620cvLbKTdTwTYaBYbZo7t3pf3ycbGPBFYl5LK-pWhP2OArXH7K91FUr&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcafod.org.uk%2fnews%2femergencies-news%2fmorocco-earthquake-libya-flooding%3fform%3dlibyafloodsappeal&c=E,1,_wnjC0E1nronWay77_7f8Ge0O1KDW7pnA3buh4oVBHWWQxxbW5fsL7qFqdUTzoWIkANhsd_iZ0D8dATEHoEywnwDZmRmhSeagrS2xsHhM5ZoyWS6mgdw7-G0oEt0&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcafod.org.uk%2fpray%2fprayer-resources%2fprayers-in-a-time-of-emergency&c=E,1,acsMBPzhmCtIKG5r7CFDTN_nqrRaviz1IDz2SqVBiWp0fHR_SyCHlE27EZ6MJqZHimgu1tjy0HJVmSOwXcS_JroTrRUw9emVs1euM-Eg_w,,&typo=1
https://youtu.be/NJr5jOvp1hU
mailto:pmsmallwood@hotmail.com
mailto:mkovery@gmail.com


St Nick’s News 
We hope parishioners had a lovely Summer. The new term at St Nicholas has started 

well. We have welcomed many new families to our school community and the 

children have settled into their new classes with new teachers and friends.  

We are holding Open Days for Reception 2024 entry where prospective parents can 

see the school, meet our staff and obtain information about St Nicholas School. 

These are 9.30am on the 8 November, 9.30am on the 9 November and  

6.00pm on the 14 November.  If you would like to attend please complete this form 

Which you can use to send electronically.  Or you can contact Mrs Brocksom on 

abrocksom@stncs.uk to receive the booking information. 

If you would like to find out more about our Nursery, please also contact Mrs 

Brocksom. We offer 15 and 30 hours funding for 3 and 4 year olds and wrap 

around care. We would be happy to arrange tours for parents wishing to view the 

setting. Please also see our website 

Topsham says farewell to Fr Anil 

Thank you Sandra, for this lovely photo of the farewell gathering held for Father Anil. A few 

more photographs can be accessed from this link. 

Prisoners Week 8 – 14 October 
PACT – the Prison Advice and Care Trust - is a national charity that supports 

prisoners, people with convictions, and their children and families. They provide 

caring and life changing services at every stage of the criminal justice process: in 

court, in prison, on release, and in the community. 
Their vision is of a society that understands justice as a process of restoration and 

healing, that uses prisons sparingly and as places of learning and rehabilitation, and 

W I D E R  N E W S  &  E V E N T S  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYz-bZ0afNX3n2qZ_qT5dYeavPdTLXuKlkGdmZ4eeqBYEwXw/viewform
mailto:abrocksom@stncs.uk
http://www.st-nicholas-exeter.devon.sch.uk/website
https://photos.app.goo.gl/LBv1H1qghSEYMeX2A


that values the innate dignity and worth of every human being. They work for the 

common good of Society, taking a public health-based approach and work at the 

intersection of criminal justice, child and family welfare, mental health, wellbeing 

provision and health and social care. They are a diverse, inclusive, modern, and 

collaborative charity.  

There will be talks at all Masses at Blessed Sacrament on Sunday 15 October 

and a retiring collection taken that day or follow this link to make a donation or use 

the QR code on the leaflet in the church porch. Gift aid envelopes are also available 

in the church porch. 

The Prisons Week Prayer  

Lord, you offer freedom to all people. We pray for those in prison. Break the bonds of fear 

and isolation that exist. Support with your love prisoners and their families and friends, 

prison staff and all who care. Heal those who have been wounded by the actions of others, 

especially the victims of crime. Help us to forgive one another, to act justly, love mercy and 

walk humbly together with Christ in his strength and in his Spirit, now and every day. Amen 

An Invitation for Vocations to Priesthood 
STOP – please read and reflect. An Invitation for Vocations to Priesthood. 
A Day of Reflection for men on Saturday 14 October from 10.00am to 4.00pm  

at Exeter University Chaplaincy, Boniface House, Glenthorne Road, Exeter EX4 4QU. 

How can you respond to this? If this is not for you perhaps you are the one who 

God has called to give a man in your parish a nudge and tell him ‘God is calling you’; 

or can you find time to pray for: those who are called to attend but are not 

responding; for those who will attend; for those involved in Vocations in our 

Diocese; for those already in formation. 

The day will include Mass; a time of Adoration; a short conference; an opportunity 

for confession and one to one talks with serving priests from our diocese; sharing 

food together (this will be provided – please let us know of special dietary 

requirements).  Under 18s are welcome to attend with parents’ permission. 

For further information and to register for the event, please contact Fr Jacek Kostuch 

on Jacek.Kostuch@prcdtr.org.uk or speak to your parish priest by 9 October at the 

latest and ask him to make contact on your behalf.  Arrangements can be made to 

collect you from Exeter Railway Station and returned after, if required.  

Exeter Foodbank News 
We are not panicking. No. Not us. We know 

that there are 89 days until Christmas. We 

also know that we need about 300 gift sets 

to give to Care Experienced young people 

across Devon in a project that we are doing 

with the wonderful people at Devon County 

Council. Yes that said THREE HUNDRED! 

But, of course, we are not panicking. 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/163%23!/DonationDetails
https://www.bing.com/maps?&mepi=0~~Unknown~Address_Link&ty=18&q=Catholic%20Chaplaincy%20Exeter%20University&ss=ypid.YN1031x250288836&ppois=50.738338470458984_-3.5442609786987305_Catholic%20Chaplaincy%20Exeter%20University_YN1031x250288836~&cp=50.738338~-3.544261&v=2&sV=1
mailto:Jacek.Kostuch@prcdtr.org.uk


If you would like to buy a gift for a young person who is probably aged from about 

18-25, who is taking their first steps in independent living and has experience of the 

Care System. We would be delighted if you would support us in this. 

Packing day is mid-November. Read our wish list here. 

We know that some people like to purchase items from local stores rather than 

online. If that’s you, and you would like to donate something, please look at the link 

to see the items we need and then message, and we could let you know where to 

drop items off. We are also going to be running our #efbchristmasinabag project and 

we still need our normal food items! It is going to be a busy time as there are a lot of 

people in genuine need out there. 

Thank you, Exeter. We know that you are with us in this. 

This month’s priority items required: Tins of meat, tins of vegetables, small jars 

of coffee, small boxes of tea bags, custard / rice pudding, tinned fruit, tinned 

vegetarian meals, jams and spreads, squash, biscuits, noodle & pasta snacks, sugar, 

toiletries (shower gel, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo etc). Collection points are 

located at Sacred Heart & Blessed Sacrament churches, and in local supermarkets. 

Click here for more information. 

World Day of the Poor 2023  
A day of reflection 14 October 

Do not turn your face away from anyone who is poor.  

Tobit 4:7 

Come and spend the day on 14 October at St Rita's, Honiton 

from 10.30am to 3.30pm to pray and reflect on Pope Francis’s 

message for the 7th World Day of the Poor and how we are 

called to respond.  We are thrilled to be joined by two 

thought-provoking guest speakers with national and 

international reputations David Wells, a well-known author and popular motivational 

speaker from our own diocese and Jenny Sinclair, founder of Together for the 

Common Good. We are confident they will leave participants feeling uplifted.   

Join us to celebrate those who give their time to others and reflect on how we reach 

out the hand of welcome.  

Places are filling up fast for this FREE event so booking is essential by 2 October.  

You can book by using the QR code or by emailing caritas@prcdtr.org.uk  

Don’t fudge it – budget! 
Money a challenge? Time for a new approach: build a successful budget and get help 

to stick to it. Mondays from 25 September to 16 October 12.30-1.30pm at the 

Mint Methodist, Fore Street EX4 3AT. Thursdays from 28 September to 19 

October 7.00 – 8.00pm at St Michael’s Alphington, EX2 8XJ 

Synodal Newsletter September 2023: Read it here. 

Caritas September Newletter: Read it here. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/GXU448E0513W/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_2
https://exeter.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.stritascentre.org/
https://davidwellslive.com/about-david/
mailto:caritas@prcdtr.org.uk
https://tinyurl.com/4u4p9355
https://tinyurl.com/ycktkp79


GIFT  for families 
GIFT is offered to all primary and secondary aged families 

and supports them to live and grow as Catholic Christians. 

GIFT meets monthly to worship together and learn about 

our Catholic faith. GIFT also enables parents to prepare 

their children to receive the sacraments of Reconciliation, 

Holy Communion and Confirmation. 

Click here to register for GIFT. 

Next GIFT Meeting: 9.45am Saturday 7 October  

at St Nicholas School 

mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Qs8jP69t9hS5V3ukZvm34yn8pDZdS0iDYrhXY_j8pMQ/viewform?edit_requested=true


GIFT Youth & Socials News 
Bingo & Talent Show Friday 17 November 

Calling all parishioners: come along to a Bingo and Talent Show at St Nicholas 

School from 7.30 – 9.30pm which is being organised by our youth to help raise 

funds for GIFT Youth activities and CAFOD. Tickets will be on sale soon.  

For more info get in touch with Maria: exeter-pastoral-assistant@prcdtr.org.uk    

Follow this link to register for Gift Youth. 

Preparing for Baptism 
We are now taking bookings for the October sessions.  

Are you expecting a baby and/or looking to have your child baptised?  We look 

forward to supporting you in preparation for this important sacrament and 

welcoming you and your family into our parish family. Sessions run over two 

consecutive Saturday mornings from 10.15-12.00 on Zoom. Dates: 14 & 21 

October.  Godparents are especially welcome to attend the second Saturday 

session as the role of Godparents is explored.  Click on the link below to register. If 

you have any problems accessing this, please contact Lesley in the parish office on 

01392 274724 or at exeter-heavitree@prcdtr.org.uk Baptism Enquiry form 

Thinking of becoming a Catholic?  
Please join us. We will meet next on Thursday 28 September at 7.30pm in the 

Lower Room at Sacred Heart.  Meetings are friendly and informal, and you don’t 

need to do anything to prepare.  Don’t worry if you feel a bit daunted, this could be 

the first step towards a whole new life!  Please join us. You will be very welcome. 

Dipping into the Catechism  For October sheets click here 

Are your prayers unanswered? 
Join us in exploring the hardest and most personal questions we all ask about prayer 

as we journey through the Prayer Course II: ‘Unanswered Prayer’. Meet fortnightly 

on Monday 25 September in Sacred Heart Lower Room after 10.00am Mass or on 

Tuesday 26 September in the St Richard Reynolds Centre after 6.30pm Mass. 

Wednesday Word Scripture Reflection 
We meet online via Zoom from 2.00 – 3.00pm each Wednesday. If you would like to 

join us, contact Maria: exeter-pastoral-assistant@prcdtr.org.uk. Come whenever you 

can to explore the riches of the scriptures. You will be most welcome.   

Praying the Rosary at Blessed Sacrament 
Join us on Wednesdays after the 9.30am Mass in the church.  We’d love to see you.  

P R A Y E R  &  L I T U R G Y  

mailto:exeter-pastoral-assistant@prcdtr.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1js2AU2QewgH1ui7kjv2-mKDJcyulRGa34G-Eo3ao8FI/edit
mailto:exeter-heavitree@prcdtr.org.uk
file:///C:/Users/administrator1/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/GBRH2RLT/Baptism%20Enquiry%20form
https://www.blessedsacrament.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/DIC-October-23.pdf
mailto:exeter-pastoral-assistant@prcdtr.org.uk


Worship Thursdays at Blessed Sacrament 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament each Thursday 7.00-8.00pm 

Adoration with Taizé 2nd Thursday of each month: 

12 October, 9 November, 14 December. 

Adoration with Stronghold Praise & Worship 3rd Thursday of each month:  

19 October, 16 November, 21 December. 

Adoration at Sacred Heart 
From October Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take place on the following 

days: Tuesdays 5.30pm– 6.00pm. Thursdays at 6.30pm followed by Mass at 7.00pm. 

Sundays 5.30pm–6.00pm. 

Adoration & Taizé Prayer 
Wednesday 4 October at Sacred Heart at 7.00pm. Come and join the Lord in this 

time of prayer. “The Almighty has done great things for me; holy is his name.” – Magnificat 

antiphon Evening Prayer  

Pray for a Bishop for our diocese 
Please continue to pray that a new bishop will be appointed to shepherd our diocese. 

And continue to pray for Canon Paul Cummins our Diocesan Administrator who is 

doing a wonderful job while we wait. 

We commend to the Lord… 
Mgr Harry Doyle, Chris Lee and Biju Varghese who have died recently. May they rest 

in peace and rise in glory and may their families find consolation and peace. 

Pray for the Synod 
The Synod on Synodality begins this October. Pray for all who will participate; may 

they open their hearts and minds to the will of the Holy Spirit’s for the Church. 

Pope’s October Prayer Intention  
For the Synod We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening and dialogue as a 

lifestyle at every level, and allow herself to be guided by the Holy Spirit towards the 

peripheries of the world. See also The Pope Video 

…at Sacred Heart 

Thursday 2 November – Advent Wreath Workshop in the Lower Room. 

…and at Blessed Sacrament 

Saturday 14 October – Liturgy & Music Day with Jo Boyce in the church. 

Friday 17 November – GIFT Youth Bingo and Talent Show at St Nicholas School. 

F U T U R E  E V E N T S  

https://thepopevideo.org/


Sunday 1 October 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
First Reading Ezekiel 15:25-28  

When the sinner renounces sin, he shall certainly live. 

Psalm Response: Remember your mercy, Lord. 

Second Reading Philippians 2:1-11  

In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus. 

Gospel Matthew 21:28-32  

He thought better of it and went. Tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way into 

the kingdom of God before you. 

Sunday 8 October 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7  

The vineyard of the Lord God of hosts is the House of Israel. 

Psalm Response: The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel. 

Second Reading Philippians 4:6-9  

The God of peace will be with you. 

Gospel Matthew 21:33-43  

He will lease the vineyard to other tenants. 

The Holy Guardian Angels 2 October   
The doctirne that every individual soul has a guardian angel has 

never been defined by the Church and so is not an article of 

faith, but is the “mind of the Church”, as expressed particularly 

by St Jerome and St Basil. it is present in both the Old and 

New Testaments. As Jesus says, See that you never despise any of 

these little ones, for I tell you that their angels in heaven always gaze 

on the face of my Father in heaven. Thus even little children have 

guardian angels, and these angels remain in the presence of 

God even as they fulfil their mission on earth. 

Anciently, all angels were celebrated together on the feast of 

St Michael. A separate feast of the Guardian Angels began in Valencia in 1411. At the 

reform of the Breviary in the 16th century it was included among the local feasts, and 

it was raised to the status of a feast in the General Calendar in 1608, placed on the 

first free day after the feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. 

One of the benefits of this feast is that it reminds us that God cares for us each, 

individually. We all know this in theory, but it is easy – in times of depression or 

temptation – to convince ourselves that we are too small to matter, for good or ill. 

T H E  W O R D  



Let us use this feast to remind ourselves that each of us has an angel of our very own 

looking after us; and also to pray to God for our own Guardian Angel. What a bore 

and a burden to them some of us are. May we one day be a cause of rejoicing for 

them also.  The Guardian Angel by Pietro da Cortona 

Our Lady of the Rosary 7 October 
The feast of the Holy Rosary was instituted by Pope Pius V to 

celebrate the anniversary of the defeat of the Turkish fleet at the 

battle of Lepanto on the first Sunday in October 1571, which 

ended the threat of Muslim domination of the Mediterranean and 

was ascribed in part to the prayers and processions of the Rosary 

confraternity in Rome. Later the feast was moved to the fixed date 

of 7 October. 
 

 



Sacred Heart website  •  Blessed Sacrament website  •  Facebook Catholic Exeter 

Sacred Heart 
25 South Street, Exeter EX1 1EB 

01392 642389 

exeter-sacredheart@prcdtr.org.uk 

Parish Priest 
Fr Petroc Cobb 01392 642388 

Assistant Priests 
Fr Albert Lawes 01392 642378 

Deacons 
Brian Bargent 

Delian Bower 

Kelvin Russell  

Parish Secretary  
Coral Saunders-Mortier  

Office Hours 9.00am–12.00pm & 

1.00pm–4.00pm Tuesday–Friday 

Gift Aid enquiries: exeter-sacredheart-

giftaid@prcdtr.org.uk 

Blessed Sacrament 
29 Fore Street, Heavitree,  

Exeter EX1 2QJ  

01392 274724  

exeter-heavitree@prcdtr.org.uk  

Parish Priest  
Fr Jonathan Stewart  

Priest in retirement  
Fr John Watkins  

Parish Secretary  
Lesley Hooper 

Office hours Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday 10.00am–4.00pm  

Gift Aid enquiries:  

exeter-heavitree@prcdtr.org.uk 

 

Parish School 
St Nicholas Catholic Primary School 

Ringswell Avenue, Exeter EX1 3EG 

01392 445403 

admin@stncs.uk  

www.st-nicholas-exeter.devon.sch.uk 

Executive Head Teacher 
Cathy Blatchford  

Pastoral Assistant 
Maria Quinn 

exeter-pastoral-assistant@prcdtr.org.uk  

Safeguarding 
Sacred Heart 
Andrew Blewett 

07729 608356 

drewmail2016@gmail.com 

Coral Saunders-Mortier 

07745 922636 or 01392 642389 

exeter-sacredheart@prcdtr.org.uk 

Blessed Sacrament 
Lesley Hooper 

07712 216724 or 01392 274724 

exeter-heavitree@prcdtr.org.uk 

Maria Edwards 

07870 696530 

Useful links 
Bishops' Conference Updates 

Churches Together Devon News 

Churches Together Exeter News 

Churches Together England News 

 

Catholic Exeter is part of the Roman 

Catholic Diocese of Plymouth. 

 

C O N T A C T  U S  
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https://ctax.chessck.co.uk/Comingup
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